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Captain Edwards was born in North 

Charleston, South Carolina and has returned 
to his native area, now making his home in 
Summerville. As a young 17-year-old graduate 
of Chicora High School, Captain Edwards 
joined the United States Marine Corps. After 
five months of Basic Training he was sent to 
South Vietnam where he served as an infantry 
soldier from November 1967 to June 1969. He 
was awarded two Purple Hearts for wounds 
he received during his tour. 

Upon returning to the States, Captain Ed-
wards spent another 20 years in the Marine 
Corps serving at Camp Pendleton, Camp 
Lejeune, and Twentynine Palms. While on ac-
tive duty, he furthered his education eventually 
earning a Bachelor’s Degree in Political 
Science from the College of Charleston. He 
retired from the Marine Corps in 1987. 

After his first career serving in the military, 
Captain Edwards sought to use his talents in 
law enforcement. He began his second career 
with SLED as a latent fingerprint technician in 
the forensic laboratory. Captain Edwards 
steadily rose through the ranks from lab tech-
nician to Field Agent, Lieutenant, and finally 
Captain. In this last position, he served as the 
Special Agent-in-Charge overseeing SLED’s 
operations in the Low Country Region of 
South Carolina. On February 18, 2005, Cap-
tain Edwards retired from this second career 
to focus on his personal passions in life. 

Captain Edwards is an active member of 
Wesley United Methodist Church in Ladson, 
South Carolina, and helps organize crime pre-
vention and awareness activities in his com-
munity. Captain Edwards has received several 
awards from the United Negro College Fund 
for his ongoing volunteer work to raise money 
for college scholarships. And has been very 
helpful to me as a member of my 6th Con-
gressional District Advisory Committee that 
helps select the nominees I recommend to the 
U.S. Military Academies each year. 

Captain Edwards has two adult children, 
three grandchildren, and a son-in-law and 
daughter-in-law. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask you and my colleagues 
to join me today in recognizing the accom-
plishments of Captain Buster Edwards and 
congratulating him upon his retirement. His 
selfless dedication on behalf of his state and 
his country deserve commendation. 
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HON. LUCILLE ROYBAL-ALLARD 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, March 10, 2005 

Ms. ROYBAL-ALLARD. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to honor a man whose 35 years of pub-
lic service to the City of Los Angeles serves 
as an example to us all. I would like to ac-
knowledge this outstanding gentleman whose 
reputation for hard work, enthusiasm, and dili-
gence is well deserved. 

Since beginning his career in 1970 Mr. 
Henry has worn many different ‘‘hats’’ within 
the Harbor Department. In each role he dem-
onstrated an exceptional degree of com-
petency and innovation. 

In 1982, Mr. Henry established the Harbor 
Department’s first word processing center. 
This groundbreaking project provided typing 

support to the entire department. Mr. Henry’s 
visionary thinking and leadership is evident in 
his taking on the task of bringing the popular 
Red Cars back to the Los Angeles area. 
Years of research, regulations, and endless 
paperwork culminated in the 2003 successful 
launch of the Port of Los Angeles Waterfront 
Red Car Line, which carries hundreds of 
happy passengers each week. 

Mr. Henry’s commitment to the City of Los 
Angeles goes beyond his years of dedicated 
service in the Harbor Department. Throughout 
his career he also found the time for commu-
nity work, donating hundreds of hours to make 
recordings for the blind and dyslexic. Mr. 
Henry set a high standard for stellar public 
service to the Harbor Department, the city, 
and his fellow citizens. His family, neighbors, 
and indeed the entire community of Los Ange-
les are all enriched by his years of dedication 
and service. 

Therefore, Mr. Speaker, it is with pleasure 
that I take this opportunity to express my 
thanks, and that of a grateful city, to Robert P. 
Henry for 35 years of dedication and public 
service. 
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Mr. TOWNS. Mr. Speaker, I rise in honor of 
Aileen Rosa-Arroyo who has dedicated her ca-
reer to educating our children from toddler to 
adulthood. 

Aileen was born in Brooklyn, New York on 
November 9, 1962 and is the daughter of Ju-
dith Valentin and Gilberto Rosa. She is happily 
married to Miguel Angel Arroyo, Jr. of Long 
Beach, N.Y. and is the proud mother of three 
beautiful children, Alexandra, 14, Isabella An-
gelica 3 and Christopher Michael who is 10 
months old. They reside with their children in 
Island Park, New York and are surrounded by 
loving and doting grandparents, Miguel and 
Lily Arroyo. 

Early in her education, Aileen distinguished 
herself as an excellent student. Graduating 
from the elite Mary Louis Academy in Jamaica 
Estates, New York, she majored in English, 
Spanish and Music. She was then awarded a 
four-year scholarship for academic excellence 
to St. John’s University, where she studied 
Communication Arts & Sciences, and did an 
internship at a television station in production 
and sales. Her graduate work is in Early Child-
hood & Elementary Education, completing a 
Master’s Degree in Education and post-grad-
uate work in Bilingual Education and English 
as a Second Language from Long Island Uni-
versity. Understanding the need for role mod-
els in a position of leadership in the edu-
cational field and in her community, she then 
went on to do her second Master’s Degree in 
Supervision and Administration at The College 
of New Rochelle. 

Aileen is the Director of Education & Admin-
istration of one of the largest child-care facili-
ties in the City of New York, The Grand St. 
Settlement Child & Family Center located in 
the Bushwick section of Brooklyn. The facility 
services toddlers, pre-school and school-age 
children and has Head Start and Universal 

Pre-K Programs. She is an accomplished edu-
cator, holding NYS Permanent Licenses and 
Permanent Certifications in Supervision & Ad-
ministration, Early Childhood & Elementary 
Education, Bilingual Education and Teachers 
of English to Speakers of Other Languages. 
Her experience spans from pre-k to college, 
having worked as a teacher in the NYC and 
Long Island public schools for over 15 years 
and as a professor at both Touro and Boricua 
Colleges. 

Aileen has always been an active leader in 
our community. She has been honored three 
times with the Caritas Citation for Community 
Service and The American Legion Award for 
Community Service. She has received numer-
ous decorations from the New York City Police 
Department for Dedicated Service, and the 
New York State Senate has presented her two 
citations for Community Service and Out-
standing Leadership. The University of The 
State of New York has bestowed upon her 
Recognition for Professional Achievement. 
She is a member of the American Federation 
of School Administrators, the Council of Ad-
ministrators & Supervisors, the New York 
State Association for Bilingual Educators, and 
Phi Delta Kappa Education Fraternity. Aileen 
has organized and implemented educational 
and training programs for children, teens and 
parents, and staff development for colleagues. 
She has spent her life giving to others. Her 
role as an outstanding educator and commu-
nity leader impacts the lives of many in a posi-
tive fashion. 

Mr. Speaker, Aileen Rosa-Arroyo has been 
a leader in her community by ensuring that 
every member of her community has the op-
portunity to be educated and succeed. As 
such, she is more than worthy of receiving our 
recognition today and I urge my colleagues to 
join me in honoring this truly remarkable per-
son. 
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OF NEW JERSEY 
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Mr. PALLONE. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize the achievements of a dedicated 
member of my community, Dr. Kenneth L. 
Saunders, Sr. Next month, Dr. Saunders will 
be celebrating his 16th pastoral anniversary at 
the North Stelton A.M.E. Church. He has 
emerged over the years as a community lead-
er as well as a dedicated member of his con-
gregation. Under his committed administration, 
the congregation at North Stelton has more 
than doubled. 

In addition to serving his community through 
the church, Dr. Saunders works as State Pa-
role Board Commissioner, Chaplain of the 
local police department, and New Brunswick 
Theological Seminary Trustee. He has re-
ceived numerous accolades including Senato-
rial commendation, the humanitarian of the 
year award from the Rutgers University School 
of Medicine and Dentistry, and the Martin Lu-
ther King, Jr. award from the local chapter of 
the NAACP. 

Dr. Saunders is also devoted to his family 
life. He has been married to Sister Shirley 
Harris Saunders for 25 years and is the proud 
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